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Paper #1: Analysis of Nick Hornby’s High Fidelity


In the novel, High Fidelity, by Nick Hornby, there are several aspects that can be analyzed.  By examining the characters, plot, and theme, one can fully appreciate this interesting and enjoyable novel.


Rob Gordon is the central character of the novel, and most of the novel consists of his introspective thoughts into why he is “destined to be dumped.”  Despite his entire life being decided, or at least heavily influenced, by his love life, he still can’t manage to get it right.  He’s made many mistakes, he’s done a lot of nasty things that he shouldn’t have, yet a reader can’t help but be drawn in by this.  Often in novels, protagonists are perfect, flawless humans that can do no wrong; by having a character that makes the same mistakes as many people do in their life, it is easier to relate to both the character and story.


The plot is simple; his long-standing girlfriend, Laura, has just broken up with him.  Rob goes on with his life as best he can, and goes over past break-ups in an attempt to understand his love life and the problems therein.  He makes a “desert-island, all-time, top five most memorable split-up” list, and explains what happened and why they were so painful.  This could be seen as normal, however, he goes one step further and visits these girls who have hurt him.  He interrogates and questions them on why they have done what they have done, why they chose to dump and hurt him in the way that they did.  Between this, he also manages a normal work life, a social life, and also finds time to pine over his recent loss.  Finally, at the end of the book, he manages to realize why he hasn’t been able to get close to Laura, or any of his other girlfriends.  This happens when Laura’s father passes on; Rob realizes that his fear of death, his fear of losing a loved one, kept him from getting too close to someone.  After the death of her father, Laura decides she needs something familiar and safe, and goes back to Rob.


With all this happening, and all the changes happening in Rob’s life, he finally realizes what love is about.  Initially, while courting Laura, and also later in the relationship, Rob bought her gifts he would like.  He purchased records of bands he thought she should like, or made her mix tapes of music he liked.  Most of his thoughts and actions with Laura, along with his other girlfriends, were self-centered.  At the end, however, he realizes this flaw, and sees the problem.  He begins in his head to create a compilation tape in his head for her.  One full of songs she’d like to listen; one full of songs she’d play instead of skipping through.  “Tonight, for the first time ever,” he says, “he can see how that’s done.”  In a way, this change displays an important message – even actions of giving can be selfish.  The reader also sees justification with the resumed relationship – it is not just one of convenience, but now one truly appreciated by Rob.


High Fidelity is an intense and interesting novel full of complexities and interesting notions.  By analyzing only parts of the characters, plot, and theme, one can gain a better appreciation of this excellent piece of literature.

