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Analysis of “She’s An Angel”


Conventional poetry has, in a way, been reduced in importance to a form of poetry that has gained acceptance in popular culture today – music.  Often in songs authors use poetic devices to convey meaning in few words.  By analyzing “She’s An Angel” by They Might Be Giants, it becomes obvious how music, despite being popular, uses the same devices students often begrudge learning about in English classes.


“She’s An Angel” conveys the narrator’s emotions about a girl, with whom he compares to an angel.  Because there is no story this would qualify as a lyrical poem as opposed to a narrative poem.  Also like poetry, some sections include end rhyme randomly spread throughout various sections.  For example on lines 15-17, the rhyme structure is every other line.  In another section of the poem, lines 20 and 21 both rhyme without skipping an intermediary non-rhyming line.  In even other sections of the song the rhyme is kept internal and between lines, such as “react” in the middle of line 8 and “fact” at the end of line 9.  This would be free verse.


Poetic elements are also obvious throughout the poem.  The first stanza sets up the love between the narrator and the girl.  He says they “raced up and down the sidewalk twenty thousand million times” – this is an example of poetic overstatement.  The second stanza shows the narrator’s feelings on the relationship.  He is unsure of how this girl could love him and that love between him and this girl just doesn’t seem right, that it is the type of things that happen to other people, not himself.  Following this is the chorus, which starts off by calling his love an “angel.”  It is used as a controlling metaphor as this comparison is used constantly throughout the song.  Following is the hypothetical question “Does it mean you have to throw your body off a building?”  The narrator is asking if he, too, must be perfect if he is in love with someone perfect.  “Somewhere they’re meeting on a pinhead / Calling you an angel, calling you the nicest things” follows; the narrator is saying that his angel is telling the nicest things about him, and that she feels the same way about him as he does about her.  Following shortly after is “when they sing you can’t hear, there’s no air / Sometimes I think I kind of like that and / Other times I think I’m already there.”  Here again the author is unsure of himself; the narrator says that nobody can hear her talking, and he’s glad.  He doesn’t believe the kind things she says.  At the same time though, she might not even be saying anything kind about him at all.  In the next stanza of the song the narrator is seen asking for admission from a man in charge.  The narrator is asking for help from God, someone who clearly can’t help or listen, an example of apostrophe.  The narrator himself sees the futility as a fictional secretary asks him to “hold for a long, long time.”


Many of the lines involve repetition, and at the last half of the song is entirely repetition.  The main theme of the song is uncertainty, and often while uncertain a person thinks the same things over and over again.  The song also points out that is not necessary to be perfect, that you don’t “have to throw your body off a building” – because the other person feels exactly the same way the narrator does.


Poetry is not simply something that is learned about in English classes; poetry is alive today and apart of popular culture through music.  By analyzing the songs and their lyrics, one can obtain a better understanding of the works that surround one in life.
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